
 

 

Friday 12th May 2023, 09:30 – 16:00. Manchester (Venue TBC)

09:30  Registration 
 
10.00 Welcome and Introduction 

Alice Forkgen Associate Director of Finance, Warrington and Halton Teaching Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust & Ayshah Anwar, Assistant Director of Finance, Greater Manchester Mental 
Health NHS Foundation Trust 

  
10.10 Keynote address 

Nik Khashu, Regional Finance Director, NHS England – North West 
In this session you will hear an overview of the Sponsorship Programme, how it has developed 
and the benefits this has had on the finance function, as well as on individual journeys. Nik will 
also be exploring the future of the Programme and how you can make the most out of every 
opportunity.  
 

11:00 Refreshment break & Best Practice Stalls 
During the refreshment breaks, you will have time to visit the Best Practice Market Stalls, 
network and gather insightful perspectives from those in your field. (Please see below for all 
‘Market Stall’ information) 

 

11:40    Successful Sponsorship relationship  
Kim DaSilva, Head of Financial Management, West Midlands Ambulance Service University NHS 
Foundation Trust & Georgia Davies, Assistant Finance Manager, University Hospitals of North 
Midlands NHS Trust 
In this session you will hear from an active successful sponsorship relationship with a focus on 
how they have supported each other through the programme. The session will discuss how they 
structured their meetings, how they’ve progressed in their careers and their plans for the future.  

 
12.20 Networking Lunch 
  
13.00    Best Practice Market Stalls 

Again, you will have time to visit the Best Practice Market Stalls, network and gather insightful 
perspectives from those in your field. 

 
13:30 Sponsor Panel Discussion   
               Panel TBC 



 

 

 

During this session, you will have the opportunity to gain insight to what it’s like being a Sponsor 
on the Programme, hear how best they support their sponsees as well as the chance to pose your 
own questions. 

 
14:15    Interview skills  

Martin Chadwick, Principal Consultant, Seymour John 
This session will provide you with an insight into the best ways to prepare, conduct and follow up 
after an interview as well presenting hints and tips to secure a new role. 
 

14:45    Refreshment break & Best Practice Market Stalls 
 
15.00 Motivational Speaker  

Maria Wheeler, Deputy Director of Finance – Strategy & Planning, The Princess Alexandra 
Hospitals NHS Trust 
Maria will deliver a session around her Career Journey through the NHS and how she has got to 
where she is today. This session will highlight the successes in her career as well as the barriers 
she faced along the way.  

 
15:45 Closing Remarks  

Alice Forkgen Associate Director of Finance, Warrington and Halton Teaching Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust & Ayshah Anwar, Assistant Director of Finance, Greater Manchester Mental 
Health NHS Foundation Trust 

  
16:00 Conference Close 
 
 

During the refreshment breaks, there will be the following ‘Best Practice Stalls’ available for attendees to 
visit. These stalls will provide an opportunity to learn and ask questions around an array of different topics 

and also gives you a chance to network with others in your region. 

‘Supporting and developing the NHS finance community’ 
 
At this stall you will have the chance to chat to some on the ONF central team and learn more about all the 
events, networks and programmes that are available and will support you with your career progression. 
 
Megan Mulhall, Network & Event Manager, ONF & Natasha Plant, Programme & Events Coordinator, ONF. 

Are you thinking about moving sectors and unsure how to navigate your way? This stall can provide 
guidance and tips on how to successfully steer your way around NHS organisations. 
 



 

 

 

Jenny White, Senior Management Accountant, St Helens and Knowsley Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust & 
Rizwana Abdul, Finance Business Partner, Manchester University NHS Foundation Trust. 

Whether you’re juggling the school run or have a busy social life, this stall aims to provide guidance on 
achieving a good work-life balance and managing your workload. 
 
Bushra Booth, Senior Management Accountant, Wirral University Teaching Hospital NHS Foundation Trust & 
Jenny Foster, Head of Service, Liverpool University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust. 

This stall will give you valuable insight into how to maintain and grow your sponsorship relationship, how to 
ensure you’ve got the best sponsor for you and the best ways for you to progress. 
 
Say Voong, Strategic Accountant/ Model Hospital Ambassador, Stockport NHS Foundation Trust & Lorraine 
Weekes-Bailey. Senior Primary Care Accountant, Cheshire & Merseyside ICB. 

Either part time or working from home, this stall will give you all information and tools you’ll need to work 
smarter and more efficiently. 
 
Christine Ellis, Senior Management Accountant. Manchester University NHS Foundation Trust & TBC 

Are you ready to take that next step? Come and gain information on all the benefits of becoming a sponsor 
and how you can make a positive chance within NHS finance by developing the pipeline for future leadership 
positions.  
 
Akhlaq Hussain, Assistant Director of Finance, East Lancashire Hospitals NHS Trust & Kim DaSilva, Head of 
Financial Management, West Midlands Ambulance Service University NHS Foundation Trust. 

Come to this stall to learn hints and tips on how to obtain new roles within other organisations and hear 
first-hand experience of those who have had secondment opportunities. 
 
Anne Odudu Owen, Finance Business Partner, Manchester University NHS Foundation Trust & TBC 

Here you will learn in depth how best to ensure you’re going into an interview fully prepared! You will also 
have the chance to talk with professionals about any worries, concerns or questions you may have with 
securing a new role. 
 
Seymour John TBC 

 


