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This is the third edition of Vintage Cheddar 
and we have included more stories about our 
Cheshire history following several months of 
research following funding from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund.  We have uncovered some 
amazing stories from the 1600’s onwards and 
we are busy collecting more.

   

There are a number of cases throughout 
Cheshire’s history involving the prosecution of 
men for “unnatural acts”. One of the early 
large cases centred on Warrington in the 
1800’s and the largest prosecution of gay men 
in British history took place at Chester Assizes 
in 1936 and b e came known a s “The 
Altrincham Case”.

Whil st  s ex b etween women was not 
specifically illegal it was cited in court cases 
specifically divorce and became increasingly 
linked with immorality in the early twentieth 
century. Women risked losing their children, 
charges of insanity, and access to finance. 
Despite this there are some records of 
relationships between women in Cheshire and 
some of these are highlighted. 

We have found stories which demonstrate the 
history of gender identity in Cheshire from the 
1600’s onwards. Terms like “trans” only 
started to be used in the twentieth century and 
there is some evidence that gender was viewed 
as less binary before the Second World War.

We have also included details of LGBT icons 
who lived in Cheshire including Alan Turing, 
Anthony Grey, Esther Roper and Christopher 
Isherwood. 

There are articles from the Chester CHE 
archive which is held in London and we hope to 
be able to find more details about the Crewe 
CHE archive in the future. 

 

The Cheshire LGBT Archive “From Prejudice 
to Pride” will be a permanent record for 
generations to come and we will include 
personal stories and these can be anonymised 
if required. Cheshire has had various 
boundaries over the years and has included 
Warrington, the Wirral and parts of Greater 
Manchester.

We would love to have more volunteers to help 
with research and taking oral histories so 
please get in touch.

In May 1806 a group of twenty-four men in 

Warrington and surrounding areas were arrested 

for homosexual offences, nine of whom were 

eventually tried. At the Lancaster Assizes in 

August 1806 five men were convicted of buggery 

who had regularly assembled at the home of Isaac 

Hitchin, where they engaged in sex and called one 

another "Brother", and kept assignations at the 

shop of Holland, a well-off pawnbroker. Three 

were hanged on the new drop erected at the back 

of the castle in Lancaster. 

The magistrates carried out further enquiries into 

Cheshire gentry and released names of several 

suspected men who were “stated... as meeting for 

infamous purposes at Hitchin’s house”. These 

men included Meyrick Bankes (Sheriff of Cheshire 

in 1805), Reverend Geoffrey Hornby (Rector of 

Winwick), Peter Patten (MP for Newton), George 

J Legh of High Legh and an unnamed Chester 

‘tradesman of respectability’. A further two of the 

men convicted of buggery were hanged following 

this further questioning. 
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Editorial

Saturday, 17 May 1806

A discovery has lately been made in 

Warrington, and its vicinity, sufficient to 

freeze the bosom of humanity with horror. 

– The detestable crime of Sodomy appears 

to have been there systemized in such a 

manner, as to assume the form of a 

regular society, at the head of which are 

some of those men whom fortune had 

placed high in the list of respectability. 

About seventeen of the delinquents have 

been committed to Lancaster castle for 

trial, and some others found means to 

escape. The volunteers of that town were 

last week called out, and laudibly exerted 

themselves not only in securing the 

prisoners, but in protecting them against 

popular resentment. – Statesman. (The 

Newcastle Courant, Issue 6762)
Above: A typical representation of a public 
hanging

Saturday 20 September 1806

Six of the unfortunate men, sentenced to 

die, at our last Assizes, were on Saturday 

last executed on the drop, at the back of the 

Castle, viz. Saml. Stockton, John Powell, 

and Joseph Holland, for sodomy; Luke 

Lockard, and Peter Higgins, for forgery, 

and James Yates, for a rape. – Soon after 

twelve o’clock, Stockton ascended the 

scaffold; he appeared much agitated, 

indeed his tembling limbs seemed almost 
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THE 
A LTRINCHAM
CASE
One of the largest prosecutions of gay 

men was held at Chester Assizes in 1936. 

The case involved the prosecution of 29 

mainly working class men from Cheshire 

and surrounding areas. There were 

rumours that others had been caught by

the police but could afford to flee the 

country.
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inadequate to their task; Powell was the 

next, he seemed much affected; although 

he did not display such dejection as the 

former; Holland then ascended the steps, 

he appeared in a state of the greatest 

agitation, the contrition of his 

countenance truly indicating the penitence 

of his mind; on the scaffold his feelings 

appeared the most acute, he seemed 

impressed with all the horrors consequent 

to a situation so awful, and to implore the 

pardon of Almighty God with the greatest 

fervency, and scarcely seemed to bestow a 

single glance on the surrounded 

multitude; he was a man advanced in 

years, of a gentlemanly appearance, and 

was possessed of very handsome 

property .. – About half past twelve 

o’clock, when an awful silence prevailed, 

these poor unfortunate wretches were 

precipitated into eternity! – Isaac Hitchen, 

and Thomas Rix, for sodomy, are respited 

for a fortnight from Saturday last. 

At Chester city sessions, which 

commenced on the 3d inst. John Vaughan, 

aged 79, for assaulting Samuel Jones, with 

an intent to commit an unnatural crime, 

was found guilty, and sentenced to be 

imprisoned in the House of Correction 

twelve calendar months, and during that 

time kept to hard labour. (Lancaster 

Gazette) Saturday 20 September 1806

THE A LTRINCHAM
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JOHN TAYLOR 1608

FEMALE SAILOR IN TROUBLE

WARRINGTON 1876

John Taylor of Chester was prosecuted in 1806 for wearing women’s clothes: ‘His clothes to 

be cut and breeches be made of them and to be whipped through the city.

At the Warrington Police court, last week, a 

masculine looking woman, named Harriet Davies, 

who was in male attire, was charged with 

drunkenness and disorderly conduct.  It was stated 

that the prisoner was seen in the street with her 

hands in her pockets, smoking a short pipe, and 

surrounded by a mob of some hundreds of persons, 

who though she was dressed as a man, were aware of 

her real sex.  It transpired that the woman’s husband 

was an American captain, and that after his death 

she assumed the sailor’s garb, and served under 

Captain Semme, on board the Alabama during the 

Confederate war.  After running daring risks at sea 

she abandoned the sea, and for some years part has 

worked for various famers in Cheshire and 

Lancashire as a man servant, her skill at the plough 

and her extraordinary strength enabling her to 

maintained her assumed character without suspicion. 

It is only when she gets drunk that her secret oozes 

out, and on such occasions she generally finds her 

way to the police cell.  She has been sent to gaol two 

or three times by the Warrington magistrates, and 

on this occasion she was committed for seven days 

owing to her inability to pay the fine inflicted. 

The charges arose when a fifteen year old boy 

was hospitalised and his employer “dragged 

the truth out of him”. It is not clear why the 

boy was hospitalised but there was no lack of 

speculation.

The investigation found that the men were 

meeting in homes and small hotels rather than 

public places. The accused were from a range 

of occupations including a manservant, 

salesmen, draughtsmen, clerks, a butcher’s 

assistant, and weavers with the majority in 

their twenties and thirties.

At the start most of the men pleaded not 

guilty, as the trial continued more and more 

changed their plea to guilty as the evidence 

was presented. Defendants were implicated 

by their co-defendants statements and in most 

cases this was the only evidence against them.

The defending lawyers argued that “However 

much you admire the Cheshire Police it is 

impossible for your worships to believe that 

one after another, these men against whom 

the police had no evidence, immediately 

volunteered statements which convicted 

themselves.”

There is evidence however that the police did 

not agree with the law, Detective Harris 

stated during questioning that “They are not 

criminals, Sir”.

Gregory was cast as one of the ringleaders and 

the judge described him as “the worst of the 

cases that have been before me at this Assize”. 

He was sentenced to three years penal 

servitude and 18 months hard labour. His 

bedroom had been searched and the police 

had found “a powder puff, grease paint and a 

book entitled “Twilight Men” – in the evidence 

given by the police they did highlight that 

Gregory was involved in amateur dramatics.

  

Verdicts ranged 

from acquittal, 

b e i n g  b o u n d 

o v e r ,  p e n a l 

servitude, hard 

l a b o u r  a n d 

m e d i c a l 

treatment. The 

h a r s h e s t 

sentences seemed 

to be reserved for 

o l d e r  m e n 

however one who 

received three years penal servitude and 18 

months hard labour was only 20 years old.

Allan Horsfall, the founder of the North West 

Ho mo s e x u a l  Law Refo r m S o c ie t y , 

commented that “In the mid 1930's a huge 

group prosecution devastated the lives of the 

men involved and placed a mark of "shame" 

upon the Cheshire town of Altrincham - 

around which it was centred - which was to 

persist for generations. Because of this, 

Altrincham became identified among a large 

s e c t ion  of  t he  p opulat ion  a s  b e i ng 

synonymous with everything perverted. 

Whenever the town was mentioned in these 

c i r c le s  i t  wa s  a l mo s t  c e r t a i n  t hat 

homosexuality would rear its head. And if 

homosexuality was discussed or - more 

probably - joked about, then the name of 

Altrincham would invariably be dragged in.

The vision was of a town populated entirely 

by predatory sodomites. "If you should drop a 

half-crown in Altrincham," people were 

solemnly warned, "don't ever try to pick it 

up."”



Early Relationships Between Women
One of the most well-known examples of early relationships between women was the marriage in 

Cheshire in the early 1700’s and a copy of the marriage entry is shown below.

Anne Gaskill and Hannah Wright were married on 4th September at Taxal St James in Prestbury in 

1707.

Esther Roper was born in Lindow, Cheshire in 

1868. She was one of the first women to study for 

a Degree and studied at Manchester University 

where she was admitted as part of a trial scheme 

to establish whether females could study without 

harm to their mental or physical health.

On holiday in 1896 she met Irish poet and 

aristocrat Eva Gore-Booth. The couple fell in love 

and moved into a house in Manchester. The 1901 

Census return refers to them a Joint Heads of the 

Household – a feminist statement ahead of its 

time.
 

Esther and Eva dedicated themselves to fighting 

for working class women’s rights, and 

championing votes for women. They helped to 

found the Lancashire and Cheshire Women's 

Textile and Other Workers Representation 

Committee, which organised the campaign of the 

first women's suffrage candidate to stand in a 

general election.

In 1916, along with trans woman Irene Clyde, they 

founded Urania, a privately circulated journal 

which expressed their pioneering views on gender 

and sexuality.

During World War I Esther and Eva helped 

support the wives and children of imprisoned 

conscientious objectors and they became members 

of the Committee for the Abolition of Capital 

Punishment and worked for prison reform.

Esther said about Eva  ‘Even simple everyday 

pleasures when shared with her became touched 

with magic. At the end she looked up with that 

exquisite smile that always lightened up her face 

when she saw one she loved.’

She was buried alongside Eva with a quote from 

lesbian poet Sappho carved on their gravestone. 

Constance Markievicz, Eva Gore-Booth's sister 

(and the first woman to be elected as an MP 

although she did not take up her seat) wrote of 

her: "The more one knows her, the more one 

loves her, and I feel so glad Eva and she were 

together, and so thankful that her love was with 

Eva to the end.”

Esther 
Roper

BLACKMAIL
Blackmail was a constant risk for LGBT people 

in the past particularly for homosexual men.  

There were also risks for lesbian women, for 

example Anne Lister coded her diaries carefully 

to make sure that they could not be read by 

anyone else.

One of the finds in the Cheshire Records Office 

includes a box of papers from a Solicitors Office 

which includes various photographs of men, 

names and addresses, and a translation of a 

blackmail letter reproduced below.  The original 

letter was written in French and alludes to the 

writer catching syphilis in the 1900’s.

Aversion
Therapy & Upton
Hospital

Peter Price is a radio DJ and stand-up comic and in 

1993 gave an interview to the Independent about 

his experiences of aversion therapy as a teenager. 

The following is abridged from the article.

In 1964, aged 18, Price was admitted to the 

psychiatric ward of a hospital in Chester. The 

treatment he was to undergo was intended to 

"cure" him of his homosexuality. At 14, he 

summoned every ounce of courage to tell his GP. 

The doctor laughed in his face and then offered 

him Valium. "As if that would make it all better," 

Peter says bitterly. By the time he was 18, his 

liaisons with men had been confined to "just 

messing around, not proper sex", but had left him 

Continued over the page

with insufferable guilt - and terror of being found 

out. His adoptive mother persuaded him to go 

back to the GP for treatment. He adored her and 

did it to please her, even though he was doubtful 

that it would work. This time he was referred to a 

psychiatric hospital in Chester.

He was shut up in a room containing a bed but no 

windows or furniture. He was given a crate of 

Guinness, his favourite drink, and a pile of erotic 

photographs of men. "I can't imagine how I was 

supposed to be turned on by those - they were just 

pictures of men in rather baggy bathing 

costumes." Not such awful treatment, he thought - 

until, that is, the "real horror" started. Price was 

Sir

Being for the time and at this moment in 

Hospital with heart disease, I am writing 

you this little letter.

You know well what happened to me at 

your house. It is from that, that this 

illness has begun.  The doctor has forced 

me to hell him everything.  Only he will 

keep silent because he has promised.  But 

also he has told me that I must go to a 

specialist, but I must pay all that myself.  

Not being in touch with my relatives, I 

write to you for 200 francs to put my 

accounts straight.

I believe that I shall receive this sum, 

which I believe sufficient.

Hoping Sir that you will give me a 

favourable reply I present my respectful 

homage.

NB If you don’t do it I shall have justice!!
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injected with a drug (probably Antabuse, 

although he doesn't know for sure), and felt 

violently sick. He asked for a bucket but was told to 

be sick in the bed. An hour later, he was given 

another injection, which made him vomit again. 

An hour later, another injection. And another and 

another. This continued for 72 hours. There was 

no lavatory in Peter's room. He was told to 

defecate in the bed.

When the doctors told him about the next phase of 

his treatment - a further two days of therapy, this 

time electric shocks - Peter hastily discharged 

himself. The experience was so disorienting, his 

fear so intense, that, because no one apart from his 

mother knew he was there, he had started to 

imagine that he would not get out alive. He rang a 

friend, who came to collect him. "I went home with 

him, and had a long bath and about nine showers 

to rid myself of the unclean feeling. And then we 

had sex. It was almost as if I thought: this is it, I'm 

going to start living my life.”

Study of Aversion Therapy

Mac Culloch was a former consultant psychiatrist 

at Cheshire County Council and pioneer of 

aversion therapy of homosexuality.  His paper 

“Aversion Therapy in Mangement of 43 

Homosexuals” with Feldman was published in the 

British Medical Journal in 1967. 

“The present paper is a report on a series of 43 

homosexual patients treated by us and our 

colleagues over a period of three and a quarter 

years, by means of the technique of anticipatory 

avoidance learning using an electrical aversive 

stimulus. The minimum period of follow-up is 12 

months. “

The patients included two women and the ages of 

the 43 people ranged from 18 upwards.  The 

reasons for taking part included:

On an order of the court : 11 

As sequel to court appearance (not on an order) : 7 

Pressure by wife or girl-friend: 2 

Originally referred for psychiatric illness: 4

 Entirely of own accord: 19

Mac Culloch and Feldman concluded that 58% of 

the patients showed a significant “improvement” 

CheshireCheese

Hartford Housewives

Members of Chester CHE Committee recently 

accepted an invitation to talk to Hartford 

Housewives Register about Chester CHE group 

and its aims.  About 25 women attended, and kept 

the four speakers busy answering questions about 

homosexuality and gay life in general.  One lady 

did rather stump the committee when she told them 

that her 5 year old son liked to dress up in 

mummy’s clothes.

We suggested that most little boys of that age love 

to dress up and that she need not worry about him 

growing up to be gay, but she added that when he 

did dress up he insisted on her calling him 

SARAH!

The CHE was established in 1971 and had 

thousands of members across the country with 

local groups in Cheshire including Crewe and 

Chester.  The Chester branch was set up around 

1973 and established an office in the Bridge 

Street Rows and a telephone help line.  

Apparently at one time it had the largest 

membership in the country with 300 member.  

The Chester branch held the national AGM in 

1977 at Chester Arts Centre.

CHESTER CAMPAIGN FOR 
HOMOSEXUAL EQUALITY (CHE)

Sappho Magazine, Vol 5 No. 4 from 1977

Arena Three, Vol 4 No 3 from 1967

PUBLICATIONS 
FOR WOMEN

Ar ti cl es  a ds an d co rresp on dence  fro m  CHE
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